CLASS‑Aligned Planning Checklist for Teachers

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT

Positive Climate
☐ Plan greetings and connection routines for arrival
☐ Identify opportunities for shared joy (songs, games, rituals)
☐ Prepare encouraging phrases to use during activities
☐ Arrange seating/centers to promote warm, close interactions

Teacher Sensitivity
☐ Review individual child needs and plan supports
☐ Identify moments where children may need extra reassurance
☐ Prepare strategies for early intervention when frustration appears
☐ Plan check‑ins with children who need emotional support

Regard for Student Perspectives
☐ Build in choices (materials, roles, order of tasks)
☐ Plan child‑led or open‑ended activities
☐ Include opportunities for movement and flexibility
☐ Prepare prompts that encourage children’s ideas and leadership

CLASSROOM ORGANIZATION

Behavior Management
☐ Review and post positively stated rules
☐ Prepare visual supports (picture rules, timers, signals)
☐ Plan proactive reminders during transitions
☐ Identify potential problem areas and prevention strategies

Productivity
☐ Gather and prep all materials ahead of time
☐ Plan smooth transitions with songs, cues, or countdowns
☐ Prepare backup activities for early finishers
☐ Assign classroom jobs to support routines

Instructional Learning Formats
☐ Include hands‑on, interactive materials
☐ Plan movement‑based or participatory activities
☐ Add visuals, props, or real‑world items to lessons
☐ Prepare engagement prompts (“Show me…”, “Try this…”)

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT

Concept Development
☐ Add “why” and “how” questions to lesson plans
☐ Plan opportunities for prediction, problem‑solving, and exploration
☐ Connect activities to children’s real‑life experiences
☐ Prepare extension ideas to deepen thinking


Quality of Feedback
☐ Identify moments to scaffold learning
☐ Prepare follow‑up questions to extend conversations
☐ Plan specific feedback tied to effort and thinking
☐ Include opportunities for children to explain their reasoning

Language Modeling
☐ Add rich vocabulary words to introduce during activities
☐ Plan open‑ended questions to encourage conversation
☐ Prepare sentence starters to expand children’s language
☐ Include narration or self‑talk moments in the lesson plan

DAILY QUICK‑CHECK
☐ Did I plan at least one open‑ended question for each activity
☐ Did I plan one moment of child leadership
☐ Did I plan one hands‑on engagement strategy
☐ Did I plan one vocabulary word to highlight
☐ Did I plan one moment to extend thinking

WEEKLY REFLECTION PROMPTS
☐ Which CLASS dimension felt strongest this week
☐ Which dimension needs more intentional planning
☐ What worked well that I want to repeat
☐ What didn’t work and needs adjustment
☐ What support do I need from my coach or supervisor


